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Middle School Schedule
Full Day- 7:35 a.m. - 2:36 p.m.
Half Day- 7:35 a.m. - 10:50 p.m.
Reminder- Doors will not open until 7:10 a.m. every day, no matter what the weather is. This is due to lack of
supervision before 7:10 a.m. Thank you!

Important Dates
(You can find the full calendar at www.portlandk12.org)
Wednesday, October 3 - Count Day (Please make sure your student is in attendance at school!)
Friday, October 19 - Halloween Dance (2:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.)
Wednesday, October 24 - Evening Parent Teacher Conferences (5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.)
Thursday, October 25 - School A.M. Only, Afternoon Parent Teacher Conferences (12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.)
- These will be scheduled through Skyward (ONLY Thursday).
Friday, October 26 - No School (End of the 1st Marking Period)
Tuesday, November 6 - No School
Tuesday, November 20 - 2nd Annual Portland Middle School Turkey Trot @ 2:00pm (More info to come)

Technology Policy/Concerns
At Portland Middle School we have a “Bring Your Own Device” policy in
place. At the beginning of the year we spent time going over the policy
with students and the importance of following the expectations pertaining
to the policy. Recently we have had an increase in technology violations
due to many of the expectations not being followed. There are some key
points that I want parents/guardians to be aware of so that conversations
can be had at home.

●
●
●

Students must refrain from using Social Media at school.
Students will not take pictures or videos at school.
No phone calls may be placed at school.

Aside from our technology policy there has been one large issue that we are hoping to solve by
communicating to parents/guardians (we will also be touching base with students about this again).
There are many times that a student will text someone that they are ill and would like to be picked up
versus coming to the office to make someone aware. This then leads to a parent/guardian coming to
pick up the student and the office staff not knowing the full details of the situation. These situations
have potential to cause safety concerns as a student may be in the restroom sick and the office staff
would not know about it as the student did not communicate it to anyone except through text messages
to an outside person. If for some reason your student communicates this through text to you please ask
them to touch base with the office, or please call us and we will make sure your student is safely in the
office and receiving the care he/she needs. We appreciate your support with this situation!
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For more details regarding the “Bring Your Own Device” Policy please read the followinghttps://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nymz01bC4YcYh03Zy-AbYFh2ByKcI4PWrVey3LtEtt
s/edit?usp=sharing

PFCU School Branch
We are excited that PFCU is once again running the School
Branch Program at our school. Students that have an account
with PFCU can bring their money to school to save or withdraw
up to $5.00. We need student volunteers to run the branchstudents can pick up an applica on in the oﬃce at the end of September! We are open during lunches in the
cafeteria. The branch will be opening on October 16 this year and running every other Tuesday. Have fun saving
with contests and prizes!

Volunteers
All volunteers must complete a background check prior to volunteering in Portland Public Schools. It is very
simple- you may visit the office to fill out a short form. A copy of your driver’s license is also needed. This is free
of charge.
●
●

We are also looking for dance chaperones for our Halloween Dance on Friday, October 19th, from 2:45
p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Please contact Amanda Beckett at abeckett@portlandk12.org if you are interested.
Portland Middle School would like volunteers from the community to greet students in the mornings.
We will have a greeter at each of our main doors from 7:10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. We will also hold an
educational session to go over what it should look like in the mornings to ensure we are fulfilling our
main objective of having greeters.

The Book Fair at the MS will be Friday Oct. 19th-Thursday Oct. 25th. It will be
open for conferences in the evening on October 24th from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and
in the afternoon on October 25th from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Alternative Games at Lunch Recess
Thanks to some donations from various people in the community, students have been given the opportunity
to increase their sociability and try some lifelong alternative games during their free time after lunch. Many of
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the students have enjoyed these games and there have even been some small crowds gathering around to
take in the action! The students have really been great about turning this opportunity into a positive
experience. Interest has been so high we have officially started a sign up in the cafeteria! Below are some
pictures of students enjoying the new games.

Portland Middle School will be offering after school tutoring for students again this year. This is a free
opportunity for students to receive one on one help from a certified teacher. Students may stay after
school until 3:30pm on Monday through Thursday to receive tutoring services. Please see the schedule
below for location of tutoring, and which teacher is in charge.
Monday- Tutoring will be held in the library with Miss Donahue
Tuesday- Tutoring will be held in the library with Miss Gordon
Wednesday- Tutoring will be held in library with Mrs. Martin
Thursday- Tutoring will be held in the library with Miss Gordon
Please contact Mr. O’Rourke or Mrs. Davis if you have any questions
regarding after school tutoring.

Raider Gear Fundraiser
Our clothing fundraiser should be arriving by the end of October at
the latest. I will send out an email when I receive an exact date!
Thank you to everyone that ordered!

Greetings from the Counselor!
Although your middle schooler is becoming more independent and is
increasingly involved in activities outside the family, you should and
must remain the most influential person in their life. Through your
involvement in school and extracurricular activity, you can do much
to help your child believe in the value and importance of education,
be enthusiastic about learning, and achieve academic success.
As a middle-school counselor, a big part of my job is to help parents support their children emotionally as well as
academically. Here is some advice for parents of middle school students:
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1. Help your child manage homework time. Encourage your child to aim high and always do their best work. Check with
teachers to see how much time should be necessary to complete homework. Help your child get into the habit of using their
planner to write down homework each day. Ask them to be accountable to bring home the materials they need for an
assignment. Speak to your child and their teacher about what technology they might be using in the classroom, such as a
Google Classroom. Also be aware that your child’s grades and assignments can be viewed on Skyward. Contact the school if
you need assistance accessing Skyward.
2. Show interest in their studies by talking with them daily about what they’re learning and doing in school (don't take
"nothing" for an answer!). If you know your child has a project for science, get involved. The same goes for cheerleading,
sports, and music — any extracurricular activities.
3. Discuss ideas and feelings about school, studies, and activities. Be realistic about what your child can and should be able
to do. Don't expect great grades or high test scores if they aren’t capable. That expectation will only cause unnecessary
frustration. Know your child and have realistic expectations for them.
4. With your child, read and review the information that school and district provides. Be familiar with career information,
EDP’s, course offerings, student handbook, etc. All these will help you and your child successfully weave your way through the
middle school years.
5. Contact counselors, administrators, and teachers periodically. Find out what your child should be learning, how they are
progressing, and how you can help. Be a full partner in your child's education.
6. Be sure your child attends school on a regular basis. Even if they are absent for illness or another valid reason, they need to
keep up with their studies. Call the school if your child will be missing a day, and find out what they need to do to make up for
it.
7. Encourage your student to pursue interests and make friends through extracurricular activities. Be certain, however, that
they select no more than a few activities so they have adequate time for schoolwork. You must help them find a balance; this
will take compromise and patience.
8. Know their friends. Who does your child hang out with? Follow up on any suspicions that you may have. It is better to be
safe than sorry at this time of their life. Know where your child is at all times. Be clear and consistent with discipline.
9. Make it clear that they must follow school rules and policies. Teach them to respect people as well as property. Help them
know right from wrong and what they must do when negative temptations come their way.
10. Encourage them to get to know their counselor and to maintain contact throughout their middle-school years, if possible.
Not only will the counselor be invaluable in supporting their academic path, they’re also one of many potential adult role
models for your child.
11. Attend parent meetings, open houses, parent education groups, community events, and other activities for parents. It is
important to see that your child is connected!
12. Volunteer at school. Both your child and the school will benefit from your involvement and help. Schools solicit volunteers
to help in a variety of ways: tutoring, giving speeches, helping out at activities, chaperoning, etc.
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13. Consistently acknowledge and reward efforts at school. Many parents expect the school to provide the incentives for their
child's accomplishments. While Portland Middle School does have PBIS reward and other programs for motivation, parents
need to recognize their child's successes too. When your child works hard, your acknowledgment motivates them to persist.
None of us are perfect and we sometimes make mistakes in raising our children. But your child needs your love and respect.
They need to become independent, responsible, and self-sufficient to succeed in most of their endeavors in school and at
home. The best way to help them in all aspects of development is to try to ensure that their emotional needs are consistently
met. Your understanding, common sense, adult judgment, and a good sense of humor can make these middle-school years a
joy for both you and your child.
Mr. Rob Beckett, MA, LPC
Guidance Counselor
(517) 647 2985 ext. 3344

Portland Middle School will be hosting this year’s fall
conferences on Wednesday, October 24th from 5:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. and Thursday, October 25th from 12:00 p.m. to
3:00 p.m. Wednesday conferences will be unscheduled so
you may come at any time to meet with your student’s
teachers. Thursday conferences will be scheduled. More
information on how to schedule a conference on Thursday
will go out two weeks before conferences! Please be on the lookout through email.
Tips on middle school conferences● All conferences take place in the teacher’s classroom.
● Know your student’s schedule/teachers ahead of time (we will have maps available
with teacher’s names on them).
● If you need to speak with the teacher for longer than 5-8 minutes feel free to
email or call them before conferences. This allows for teachers to see the maximum
amount of parents/guardians on the night of conferences.

Contact Information
Principal: Leanna Davis (ldavis@portlandk12.org)
Dean of Students: Patrick O’Rourke (porourke@portlandk12.org)
Counselor: Rob Beckett (rbeckett@portlandk12.org)
Secretary: Stacy Gross (sgross@portlandk12.org)
Secretary: Tina Robertson (cpung@portlandk12.org)

